Rebuilding host-pathogen interaction from the ground up: in vitro reconstitution of the inflammasome.
The inflammasome is a macromolecular complex responsible for the proteolytic processing and activation of the secreted cytokine IL-1beta. It is assembled and activated in response to upstream intracellular sensors of microbial components and cell injury. Now, Faustin et al. describe an in vitro cell-free reconstitution of the inflammasome, opening up a new avenue to better understand this innate immune pathway of microbe sensing.